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Rev. Abel Brown

« Temperance preacher
* Anti-slavery speaker
 Newspaper publisher
* Underground railroad

activist

 Radical

« Militant

» Pastor of the Sand Lake
Baptist Church
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Elder Brown’s “Biggest Fan”
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Abel Brown challenges slavery

Three Questions for Today:
1. Who was Abel Brown?

2. What in God’s Name was he doing in Sand
Lake?

3. Why Have | Never Heard of Him?




———

(G There has heen & riot in a church at North-
ampton, Mass. consequent on Rev. Abel Brown
Abel B rown ... and a black man attempting to lecture there against
Slavery. When the biack man got up to speak,

the audience was driven out of the house by the
fumes of burning assafartida. Rev. Abel Brown

will make no Abolitionists; not so those who op-
pose him after this fashion.

- —————

“The Forgotten Abolitionist”

-- Tom Calarco
“The Unimpeachable Man”

-- Dr. Jennifer Burns
“John Brown Before John Brown Was”

-- Dr. Jennifer Burns




The Underground Railroad
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The Underground Railroad...

so PAIRS WOOLLEN SOCKS WAN-
TED! The Ex. Com. of the East.
New York A. 8. Society have made arrungements
so that they ean dispose of Woollen Socks, at
seven and a half cents, for a good common ceet.
i\\'c houpe our sisters in the country who know how
to make them will furnish us 500 pairs within
eight weeks.
_ The proceeds of them will be applied to supply
| the Cor. Sec'ry. and Mr. Lewis Washington, the
excellent colored lecturer, and to aid fugitive slaves.
Let one and all send immedintely to
ABEL BROWN,
Cor. See ry of the E. N. Y. A. S. Society
Albany, Jan. ]st 1844,
037 Will the Liberty Press and Country
please insert,once or twice.

L ————————

. was not a railroad
. was not underground (literally or figuratively)

. and was not about benevolent White people
rescuing poor, defenseless Blacks




The Underground Railroad...

Roles (“conductors”, “station agents”, etc.)

Separating Fact From Myth:
« Stories, lore

 Known associates
 Documentary evidence

OF Memoir of Rev. Abel Brown

Abel Brown and Sand Lake — All of the Above!




First Question: Who Was Abel Brown?

Born in Hartford Connecticut,
November 9, 1810

Family moved to Eaton,
Madison Co., NY, 1821
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Educated at Fredonia Academy
(founded in 1826), 1829

Theological Seminary at
Hamilton Institution
Completed studies 1833




Abel Brown ...

Evangelical Christian — a man of God

Ecumenical (sort of) Provocative
SMALL, ATHLETIC Organizecf _ " goocf
“A GOOD DANCER” frood f business”
eaad for business
Nervous — impatient § energetic Gregarious

Charismatic

Plain-spoken . .
Clever UMCOMPT’OMLSLMS -

Fearless - Tireless

Libeler -Brazen --
Stiffnecked PITA! EGALITARIAN




Rev. Abel Brown ... Evangelical Christian

“God’s laws are more important that man’s.”

"The only desire the Christian
should have to stay in this

. .= world, should be to warn

it sinners to flee from the wrath to
& come.”

“We ought to be
humble before
God for permitting
us to labor in his
cause.”

e e e

“We should be willing to stay here [in this mortal “Are you willing to
world] just as long as God would have us, and live, labor and die,
bear with patience all the afflictions he sends upon pointing sinners to
us; for we can never suffer as much as Jesus did.” the Lamb of God?”




Fall 1835, Auburn NY — assaulted, beaten in the

street, pursued by a mob of 500

Fall 1836, Westfield NY — accosted
on the street and whipped “30 or
more times” with a rawhide

T —

YWe expect the whigs will again resort to
their violent arts at the coming election. Al-
ready, in fact, have they begun it, In Auburn, a
few days since, they mobbed an Abolition cler-
ayman, the Rev, Abtel Brown, of Albany, be-
cause he tod the people an unsavory truth,
namely, thar Henry Clay was the owner of
thirty slaves. One prominent whig was heard
tosay. * he (Mr. B.) should not leave the house
with a whole skin, 1l he did with hishife.) —
The mob lollowed him through the streets,
shouting and cheering the name of Henry Clay.
“Ihis is their “ decency,” their ¢ orderand law "

Seneca Iells Democrat.

Columbia Register, New Haven 10-15-1842

Assault on Abel Brown at Westfield, N. Y.—Page 2.

. |
7> Rev. Abel Brown, anti-slavery lee-

turer was mobbed onthe cvening ol the Glh!

ult. at Ballston, N. Y. while altempting to
speak on the subject of slavery.  We thought
mobs were out of fashion, but the people of

Ballston scem resoived to introduce them

tagnin.
Jamestown Jour 11-17-1843




To the Baptists in the United States,

Youses by my lettet of December, thst your
missionaries I Texas have become slave-owners,
and are now engaged in buildiog up a slaveboldiog
Church in that Jand,

THE AMERICAY BAFTIST HOME NISSIOX SOCIXTY
ARE QUILTY~~

1st, Of sending missionaries lo presch among
slaveholders, with the express understanding that
they are to neglect to rebuke sfaveboldiag, and re-
ceive alavebolders into the chorch as worthy Chris-
tisns,

2. They gend agents to slaveholding charches,
and ask them to give them (the Bozrd{ s part of the
money they have robbed from the slare, o sid in
supporting missionarfes who sanctify slavery:

3d. They snstruct their missionaries {even in
northern commubities) to ‘refrain from anti-slavery
efforts, snd not to introduce tests® that will exclode

sarveholders, or give the influence of the Charch .

spainstslavery.

4tb. They scetain men who were active o get-
ting op the mob thst murdered Lovejoy, such s
Jokn 3L Peck.

THE AMERICAK B. ¥, OF YOREIOX WISSIONS—

Ist. Nustain miselonaries who are known 5 be
slaveholders, or upholders and sustainers of glavery.

23. Their missionaries among the Iadians, teach
that alaveholding is ¢onsistent with church member-
sbip, and receive alaveholders into their missionary
chorches,

3d. The Bosrd suppress Jetters received .from
their missionaries in Asit, remonstrating egainst
being supported by money robbed from the slare,
and thereby mzke ths missigoaries sppest before
mankind as xccomplices in robbing the slave.

4th, One of their missionaries lately wroleto
friend saying, *If the Boerd send me movey col-
lected of slaveholders, I will do it pp ina Bag and
throw it into the sea” And sJmost 2ll fhe mission-
tiles who bave eny knowledge of the coursa of toe
Board, have ¢xpressed desires to be sustaioed by
whe products of free labor. =~ . -

The American and Fnrexgn,BjMe Society have
lately sent ono of their Secretarics, Dr, Babcock,
to the South, sad bis great busioess no doubt is Lo
collect money snd apologise forsleveholdens. | -

Yours, for the Troth,
Albany, Jani7, 1814 ABEL BROWN.

* The writer haea topy of a Jetter of fostructioas,
to this offect, now ia his possesslon.

Fall 1837 — Exhorts Hamilton seminary
senior class to leave ‘immediately”

Ve

1842 - Sued for Libel by Henry Clay

ABEL Browx.—We perceive that our whilom
friend, Rev. Abel Brown, is getting into hot wa-
ter at Albany. He bas accused Heiry Clay of
adullery, gambling, robbery and various other like
crimes; and the Clay club at Albany ave dispo-
seil 1o give Lim an opportunity 1o prove hischar-
ges. They have got him indicted fora libelon
the Western stutesman. The Rev. geuntleman
may sustain himself as well as he did in making
similar charges ngainst Gen. Harrison.

December 1843 - Exposes Baptist
slaveholders and Church Leadership
(published in The Liberator)




AB “Trolled” Slave-holders
and Their Supporters in Print

—

Sovrmery Measwess.—The followinz letter
and advertisemeat were received by mail v
a charge of 56 cents postage, a few days since -

$100 REWARD.—Run away from the si'.-
scriber, ia Baltimore eity, on Thursday, 25:h ulr.
a Mulatto Man, named Rober: Hill. [ We omnt

the description. ]
WALTER FERNANDIS.

.'I"he.let(et was addressed inside to Ab-
olitionist Browx.”

LR

“Lhe

REPLY.

Mg. Ferxaxpis—This is to inform vou that
the noble Robert Hill reached this city in salety.
and was safely sent on his way rejoicing. We
charge vou 825 for money paid him and services
rendered, and 56 ceats for the letter containing
tae advertisement.  Please send a draft for the
same. ABEL BROWN,

Forwardin g Merchant, Albany.
P. S.—The business is very good this year,

Please inform the slaves that we are always on
hand ready to receive them.
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|escape from your fangs, for which the
" men

! less than thinty dollars, which you will |

| cruelly scarred ; all had Leen beaten se- |

‘lo intorm vou thut

BEAM T R AL ASAT MR W AR RASR SRR A RIS T ISR WEAR AFTAN § W

Albany, New York,
Sep:. 20, 1843. ;

Mr. Wm. Howard, Ocracoke, N. C.
Doar Sir:— It gives me great pleasuare
A the four notle men
who sailed away in a boat fromm your
town, are safe, and well satisfied with
their situntion. They passed thro' this
city last week, on their way to Canada,
and before this are salely lodged in that

home of the oppressed. The (riends in
this and other places, nided them in their

were very thanklul, and bid me
diaw on you for the money advanced to
thewm. The whole expense will not be

please forwanrd, *‘post pa:d,” 10 the sub-
scriber. The back of oue wos most|

verely. The scars on the heads of two |
of them,
ness of temper which ill becomes a gen-
tleman. | sincerely hope that you mnay
repent of vour wickedness, and liberate
the wife of each of them, and forward
them to me that I may sead them to their
husbands, who spoke of them with deep
interest. “T'he boat can be found on the

- oy

beach, somewhere between your town
anc New York Ciy. They regret that
they have not been paid for their seorvices
llnr the past years, but appesred encour-
laged in prospect of receiving wages in
future.

If you, Sir, ever travel this way, please
call at our ofiice, ond we will vse every
christiaa meaus 10 convince you of the

linjustice of slavelolding, and the perfect
' propricty of emancipation.
! 1 shall publisih this letter in our city
paper, and forward it to your son, who, 1
Lam informed, is Post Masier at your place,
'and a worthy citzen.
‘T'he men were all well, and happy as
circumstances would permit
Reaespectilully yours,

Ao Raceean

Gen. Ag't for the Albany

$
Forwarding Company. |,

- — . ——

which vou made with a cane, '
were quite visible, and indicate a savage- |
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Egalitarian Abel Brown
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Catharine Brown Spears

First wife Mary Ann Brigham
Editor of the Golden Rule

Rev Charles B. Ray

Lewis Washington




Fanatic to Radical...Abel Brown’s
Evolution

Career Tracking
» Ambition to be an overseas missionary
» ltinerant preacher: NY, MA, PA
» Sabbath School promoter
» Congregation-based minister
» Temperance speaker
» Abolitionist

» Underground Railroad advocate, participant,
promoter, newspaper publisher, political
advocate




Second Question: What in God’s Name
Was Abel Brown Doing in Sand Lake?

Rev. Abel Brown came to Sand Lake Baptist May
1841 — age 30 -- and dlsmlssed from the pulplt
here, summer 1842 .

Brown came to Sand Lake
from Northampton, MA

Fox and Dr. C.H. Gregory




The Travels of Abel Brown
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Abel Brown in Western

Pennsyh,ania ﬁ North to Erie PA, Fredonia NY, Buffalo
Beaver Co. / New Brighton PA

Northwest to Cleveland

RBeaver Falls

Beaver River

Ohio Ohio River
&4 o

—— & ; « D
Virginia ! Pennsylvania

Ohio River from Cincinnati s Pittsburgh
& Louisville, KY “we |
i > o




Sand Lake
Baptist Church
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Why Sand Lake (Cont’d)

« AB in Trouble — Again!

* Frankean Synod Lutherans
in WSL ("hotbed” town)

EVANGELICAL CHEURCH AND DISTRICT SOHOOL, West Sawd lako, N Y,

* Albany! (Troy, too)




ﬁ Abel Brown
{7 10 CANADA & Sand Lake
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2 Champlain Canal to Whitehall

Railroad West @ = o

Erie Canal West i
S Hoosick Road to Bennington

90,

Erie Canal Basin — Lock Sand Lake A

Myers Residence y’”‘ \ ' Plank Road East (Lanesborough / Deerfleld)

Maiden Lane (RR) Ferry I Bath (North) Ferry :

Albany Basin — Steamsh|p Dock B ot =
. Pittsfield \112)

Greenbush (South) Ferry
Train from New York

O €

Northampton

Boston Post Road East Northampto
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Pastor at Sand Lake May 1841 — July 1842

... and Corr Sec’y Eastern NY Anti-Slavery Society,
wrote for Tocsin of Liberty newspaper, and ...

Addressed to: Charles Hicks
Hinsdaleville
Bennington town
Vermont

Dear Sir
Please receive the Bearer
as a friend who needs your aid
and direct him on his way if
you cannot give him work
he come to us well recommended
was a slave a few weeks since
Yours tl '
Abel Brown
cor Secy of
Eastern N.Y. Aslavery
Socy.

Albany 9th June
1842




DISMISSAL!
Qand Lake, June (3t 1842

DEAR BROTHER BROWN: - [ feel ag if | could weep teare of blood over
the apparent degolating progpects of Zion.. | feel ag +Eough we are called
upon to contend inch by inch with the advergary of all good, for the right

of our magter’s territory... The cloven hoof never appeared to me more

. apparent, and more deformed, than it did yesterday, in the determination

of our Deacong, that they would do what they could to prevent your going

ag a delegate from thig church, to the Asgociation at Poughkeepgie. The main
objection of Dea. Fox wag, that you would agitate on the subject of slavery,
and it struek him forcibly, that you had neglected to take a letter of digmisgion
from thig church, purposely <o that you might get the delegation; and thig he
thought very mygterioug. Dea. Gregory had objections, but he did not make
them known, and although it wag voted that you should go ag a delegate, yet

B that vote wag afferwards rescinded
€ | hope that the Lord will direct you in the way he would have you go, and if it
- i hig will that you should, that all the cauges of digcouragement will not

prevent your being pregent at the Aggociation. Trugt in God — he will sutain
you. [f meang are wanting, | will hear a part of the expenge. Yours ag ever,

C. H. Gregory




Albany!

- — =

’ o "_1)3" £ f ﬂ'.b rt
Agent & Corr Sec’y Eastern 22 22758 o oo T
NY Anti-Slavery Society* B‘,‘.ﬂﬁf‘fﬁfﬁﬁ?pﬁﬁnﬂfﬂ e
* CH Gregory, Exec Committee! ALBANY LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.

At $1.50 per anaum to Companics of 10,
Or $2.00 the single copy, per mail,

- ALWAYS IN ADVANCE.
Travellng Speaker Pevoted to Freedom—Equality—Temperance —Ylrtue
—Agrieuliure—Commerce—Legislative Froceedings —

The News of the Day, Foreigo and Domestic—The Arts
and Sciences—Trades—Select Miscellany, &¢.

Publisher Tocsin of Liberty Orrica No. 36 (Ur Stases,) Sears.Sraxer.

&r Ministers of the Gospel, Lecturing Ageats, and
ethers, are requested to act as Ageats.

Clergymen who ebtain for us two subseribers and send
us Fous Dorrans inadrance, free of postage, or Six Dow-

Underg rOU nd RR Operative rans and Foum subscribers, will receive our paper a

year gratis,

*." A liberal commission to travelling agents. Ad-
dress the publisher, Albany, N. Y. Jan. 4, 1843,

Secretary NY Liberty Party . G, e will fssertthe sbore, shall bave

GEE— e ——— D




Arthur Tappan

Full Time Activist

Rev Charles Torrey
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Fugitives. ‘The cry is still they come.” — Two

yesterday morning, and two this morning...

..Mr. Moses Roper...
..Mr. Walter Freeman...
..Mr. Jeremiah Snowden...
..Mary Anne...
...Mr. William Johnson...
...Mr. Fester Dixon...
...Mr. Henry Terry...
...Eliza Wilson...

lance committee arc up

io1 desirous
The Ve gin WOYka aﬂd are men
their elbow few of thos®

inform a
to have YO m\y Jost prope

who have fate nd, and 1€
and, .
are always on qotice,

c
rty, . that W

and en-

«Great Ontario’

Abel Brown, 1843

PURSUIT OF LIBERTY!

The Albany Tocsin of Liberty is delightful.
The last number has a long commumecation
from ** Sam Weller,” in answer to some dozen
advertisements i the Washington papers of
chattels that have run away.
folowing nonce of a

We extract the

GreAaT Incresse oF BusiNess aT Aunany.
Ye who love the slare, take notice.

Duringz an ab-ence of 12 days from this eity,
no less than 26 fugitives from oppression, were
forwarded by the *‘ Vigilance Committee” of
Albany, to Canada. They are now we trust,
safe from Va. aud Md. robbers.

Thi= 1s to ask the friends of the oppressed,
every where, to send us money for this object
Do uot fail we eutreat, for we cznnot send
them unless we have money to do it with.—
As you value your own hiberty, we beg you to
aid in securing it to others.

Please address the sub:criber, No. 8 South
Pearl Street.

In behalf of the Vizilance Con.
ABEL Browx.

Albany, Aug. 22, 1842,

We also learn of the flight of several other fu-
gitives, by other routes. Eight passed down
through Ohio to the lake in a body, the other
day; and it so happened that the masters in pur-
suit, took passage in the same boat with four
of them down the lake, but occupied a different
apartment. The slaves were the cabin passen-
gers, that time,

Abel Brown is arrested for a libel on Henry
Clay! ThatTwill be a funny trial.  Abel means }
to prove the facts in extenuation.

..Phillip & Benjamin
..Rev James Beulah
..Mr. Joseph Rogers
..Elizabeth Castle
..Levi

..Mr. Isaac Hinson
..Miss Sarah Smith




Third Question: Why Have | Never Heard
of Him? | ,,_
P o 8

Died November 8th, 1844, in fring, Yo, T i D g

Kev. Anue Buows, and abo to sympethise with the
friemds of ingartial Liberty on account of the low of
. w0 able anul ofcient an advecais of the caust of the
dows-traddes and oppraned colored man, en mo
a n a n a I g u a thon, G. W. Tecker of Detroat, Michigan, was call.
) - ) el 10 the Clair, sed H W, Jobason appoinied Sec-
rolary < Prager by B H. Sies.  On motion of Aus
tin Seward, = commitios of hsoe were o to
ranght reselutions expresive of of the of
the moeting. On inelion, A Sewnrd, B Valentine,
and I M. Bay, were appeisted w0 a0l a3 ok
committee  The comautics then retired, and reburs-
el in a few mbowies and 1eporied through Wair
chaizman, the (ollaming preamble and resabations
nlich were accepied and hid upon e table for
further consdecnlion

ABEL BROWN
A faithful minister of him who
proclaimed Liberty to the captive.
A Hero, in the fearless advocacy of truth,
and in vindication of the oppressed.
A Martyr, in his devotion and self-sacrifice to
the calls of bleeding humanity.

His memory lies embalmed in the heart of many a fugitive,
and on the leaves of Immortality his deeds are inscribed.
Rev. Abel Brown was born at Springfield, Mass., Nov. 9, 1810.
Died Nov. 8, 1844 at Canandaigua, N.Y.

The Free Church of Canandaigua, and other friends
of the slave, erect this monument, as a record
of his resting place, and a tribute to his worth.

| We, the colored ctizess of Canandaigus here as-
seondle], feeling profaml respuct sl love for the
late Nev. Abel Brown, snd devp and pungest grief
fur the loss we, the slares and the frvends of bumans
W have sawtabaed, by the deald of thhis, vur disin
guished sl devoded friemdd. By s penl and mdafnti
ealide peeseverance, aowl the enerey of his labars in
the enntn of human ety aml v his eapovures
andd fatigue widle ravelling 10 promcte the canse e
loved, he bas been enely called Trom this, inlo »
world of spirits, and we trust, js now reaping the re
ward of Lis dabors, asd s entered into thet rest pire
pared for nll those who love the Lord Jesus Chrint,
andd Deir fellow men, of whalaver color o ¢lime

Report of Abel Brown's funcral in The
Albany Patriot, Nov. 27, 184N,




William Still: Underground Railroad — B :
Authentic Narratives and First Person “ % &,m'ﬂ
Accounts (1872) ' ‘

U ndero mund

RAILROAD

Authentic Narratives and First-Hand Accounts

William Still

Wilbur H. Siebert: The Underground
Railroad, A Comprehensive History (1898)

under ground
A_z mnr,wg,) m)

WILBUR SIEBERT

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD,
A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY

Wilbur H. Siebert



And Here in Sand Lake ...
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“..In 1841, Elder Abel Brown from Northampton,
became pastor for one year. Twelve were added ' R PRI A Potmtre -
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Rev. Abel Brown’s Legacy

1. “assisting ...not less than one-thousand...”
- From Rev. Abel Brown obituary

2. Abolition of Slavery in the United States

3. Ongoing Example to
Believers and Activists




More Information

Underground Railroad Education Center
Myers Residence
194 Livingston Ave, Albany

Gerrit Smith Farm & National Abolition
Hall of Fame, Peterboro, NY

Harriet Beecher Stowe Home, Hartford

Ruggles Center for History & Education
Northampton (Florence) MA

Rokeby, Ferrisburgh Vermont
John Brown Farm SHS, Lake Placid

Harriet Tubman NHP. Auburn




Abel Brown
Pastor, Abolitionist, Radical

Conversation
Questions & Comments?

Contact info:
sandlakehistory@aol.com
pcf159@hotmail.com
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Bonus Question!

Rev. Abel Brown was a “social justice warrior”, born in 1810, who lived in
Sand Lake in the 1840s. He fought for the oppressed, broke the law and
was arrested, and became a political activist for the cause.

Another “social justice warrior”, born in 1810, lived nearby at the time. He
also fought for the oppressed, broke the law and was arrested, and
became a political activist for the cause.

ATTENTION! They lived less than five miles apart. Q
ANTI-RENTERS!

AWAKE! AROUSE!

How did they not know each other?




