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Young Hi&torians 
In spring 1997, the Historical Socitty spo118-0red a writing conust for fourth grtltkrs in the Averill Parlt 

Schools, including George Wcuhington. TM studenis had a choice of topics - sorrwhing to d,o with local 
history or on GMCdole from their own family regarding a l(x;ol. event. The id.ea of the contut sprung from the 
d,onatwn money from the family of the /au Al Goodwin, a former local bu.sinusman. The Commitut of &a 
Dan/ts, Marge Larser,, and Al.cm Fuua utablishtd the criteria, set dalu, wrote t,o each WIQOl principal, 
followed up with phone calls, colltcJ.td the final papers and 6COred them t,o select winners. Unfortwsately, only 
Poestenkill Elementary chose t,o participate. Sirice we had planned on one winner from each of the four $Chools, 
we decided t,o a.ward aU four prizes to the Pouunkill School - two in each fourth grade cl<Us. The prizes wue 
$50 sewings bonds. Alan ~ss read each of the winning essays at the Hist.orical Society's annual dinner in 
May. These essays are printed for you in this issue of Historical Highlights. Pl.ease read and e,voy them. 

- Alan Fuess 

• • • • • • 

Logging By Steven Valente 
In my report I will be discussing how log­

ging was done in 1925-1997. This report will be 
on my great grandfather. 

My great granclfather was logging and in the 
sawmill business since 1925, but is not alive 
today. His business was in Taberton. They did 
logging in the winter with horses and bobsled 
because the ground was frozen and it was easi­
er to slide the logs. It also keeps the logs clean. 
At that time the logs were cut with a two man 
crosscut saw and axes. In the spring the log­
ging stooped and my great grandfather started 
cutting lumber out of the logs. 

On December 8, 1941, the day World War II 
was declared, a fire broke out and the sawmill 
burned down. My great granclfather had a 
wood lot in Averill Park, so my great grandfa­
ther setup a temperary sawmill on route 66. 
Since then it has grown. 

During World War 11, my great grandfather 
cut timber for the company that made tanks. 
We sell to railroad ties, furniture companies and 

• • • • • • 
home owners. Beside lumber we sell sawdust, 
bark mulch and firewood. Some of our wood Is 
dried and planed. If I were to work with the 
company I would help it come to the 21st cen­
tury with computers. 

[My House] By Noelle Wright 
M.y house was one of the first houses 1n 

Poestenkill. n. was built 1n 1769. It was Ust.ed 
In Poestenkill Historical Society's House Tour 
Guide in 1982. It also used to be a stage coach 
stop, between Albany and Boston, on the Troy­
Berlin Road. It was listed on the 1 788 map as 
pa.rt of the Peter Clapper rarm. People would 
sta,y 1n our house on tbs overnight trip to Bos­
ton. Today we e&n drive to and rrom Boston in 
1 da,y. 

My house 1s called a saltbox. We can still 
see some or the ortgtnal. parts or my House. 
We have a small dugout space under our 
d!nlngrOOm that ls llned with cobblestones and 
has a drift noor. This pa.rt was the root cellar 
where they used to keep vegetables and kegs 
of elder. You e&n see the o'l'iginal tnslde beams 



or t.he roorune 1n my bedroom. Also there ls 
part of t.h8 ortgtnal floor 1n one of our down• 
stairs rooms. The boards have large spaces 
between t.hem and many are splintered. The 
rest of the floors were to worn out and weak 
and have been replaced by new floors. 

My house also used to be pa.rt or tile Mack 
fa.rm. Th&t 1a wby we have a. barn. They also 
bad a.n apple orcbard. The previous ownera of 
our houae, t.be McCa.rt.by's , bad a. 'formal 
herb garden. • They also bad an herb fa.rm. 

Lllte most of the houses 1n Rensselea.r 
County, our land was ori81n&UY owned by 
Stephen Van Rensselear, one of the first pa.· 
t.roons along with his brother Jeremiah, and 
his fat.her Killia.en van Rensselea.r. 

The street I live on wu once called Cooper 
Rill Road. I do not mow w by. n. was later 
na.mwt Sanemrtum Road beoause there used to 
be a. tuberculosia hospital on whet 1s known as 
Vanderhoyden campus. 

My house used to be a. lot of things. Was 
yours? 

How 111y f1111ily worke4 to 111ke I IM•g In the town 
of PHstenkill By Nicol• Sw11key 

11 ttday, w.rW ••t pt1pl1 kid jiu 11ttW1 tltelr •• 
t, llr■ the r.11, 11¥119. Tlti, ""' wlll 4-lk ... ., 
th, ways "'' ,,.11, lll'IN I 11¥119 11 pnt ap. My ,....,. 
9n■df1tl11r [Walter Sw11by] 114 9,111-snNl•tlt• CM•rl· 
alts Sw11br) 1f Eut PNrtnijlf ~Ill unnl ft1W1 .r wll4 
~INl111ri11 (hlck!.1rrl11). Tliey, •Y 9,ut-9rNl-9rtHfllher 
[Clmlu Swa1by], ■y 9n1M1tlttr [01111d S•by] ,1111 •Y 
9rut nit [Vlr9l1la Sw11by B,11,y) plUN tlte11 Nffl1t It 
1111. They ..,, pat ,p 11 mtu ef 14 tr 34 ...,tt .... 
1lt11 ., ,, .. ,.,r-4fttw IN •""'""" .. w tlitt• Nfflll 
,1 IN Me111dt R191t11I M1rbt 11d ..,,1 fl'llt -4 ns•· 
t•I• tteru 11 T r■y. 

T1ie ■11 ■11tl1"41 1MWt alte NI wlW chlfff lrtlC fftfl 
their l11d. Tit, Nrli: ltll pt1INI tff If tlt111 tr111 1N NW 
ftr 1111'119 wtW chmy ffMr14 ■edW111. 

Prlac111 pl11 w11 ,In plabtl ~ ■f fa■lly a■4 W11d 

111, Chri1t■11 wrtatltt. n.111 wer, •Id II .-.,11 n.rtst, 11 
Trty. :: 

I■ 8'iltlt1 ■y fe•lly picb4 feru frt■ tlt,ir Ind. 1lllll 
,,.,. -•led l•t• pll11 ef tw11ty-fln fer1t • au NW 11 

n.rlth t1 IN pit i•I• n.,al Nt411tl1 •• ■thar trra•9•· ... , .. 
Pet1INI ,INI lll'llpt were 9r■w1 114 111d t• r■1ter11t 11 

Tr■y. My 9r■1t-9r■Nf■thar ,INI 9r11Mll~1t 1111 1114 WIN 
••4 'ltt •1 , r11h i■ T r■y. 

All ef tit• 1llav1 111tri~IIN te 11ppertl•t tlte f1■lly 
1, ..... 

Poestenkill's First Settlers By Jessica 
Waterbury 

We are not sure who the first settler was or 
when he came, but we do have some informa­
tion about very early settlers. In this essay I plan 
to talk about, trading and the Lynd cemetery. 

Some of these earlier inhabitants were trad­
ers not farmers. In 1640 we did a count of the 
Inhabitants and it showed there were other indi­
vidual people in Rensselaerwyck. The dutch 
were the first interest.ed in fur trading. The Mo­
hawks were willing to give twenty beaver skins 
for a musket, or ten to twenty gilders for only 
one pound of gun powder. Some of the settlers 
had to do both fanning and trapper-trader in 
order to make a living out of the land. Little is _ 
known about the traders, but we de, have lnfor 
mation about the farms in Poestenkill. 

Archelaus Lynd was one of the first settlers. 
Archelaus Lynd was given 300 aaes of land for 
two years. With the land he founded a cemetery 
and called it the Lynd cemetery. He founded it 
in 1762. There were two indians buried in the 
cemetery. They were given a christian burial 
and given the chrlstian names Peter and Jacob. 
This tells us that they must have been friends of 
the settlers. The Lynd cemetery is still here but 
is now called Hillside. The grave of Peter and 
Jacob is no longer because someone probably 
took the gravestone. 

The history of Poestenkill is very important 
to us because settlers used to live on this very 
land! The history is also fun because it teaches 
about how things used to be in the past. Our 
past would be very different if people hadn't 
done the things they did. 
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Sand Lake Historical Society 
Board of Trustees 1997-98 

E. Berenice Danks ( 19981 
Prt!sidt!nt 
674-5030 

Art'- Gibbs (1999) 
674-3127 

Andrew Maca (1999) 
766-5413 

Barbera Mohan (1999) 
Tl'NSUTIN' 
283-1067 

Winifred Edwarda (1998) 
283-1218 

Rou FNIICh (19981 
Rt!cording S~•tarv 

674-5710 

Marlon ttac:ktr (19991 
CorrtiNJJ,JJldfn s«:reta,y 

lJ74-3191 Unda Onnaby f1998J 
V,ce Pru/dent 

674-3624 JohnlCadwlln (1999) 
674-3!587 

Chet Gavryck (1998) 
674-5515 

Ma,ge unen 119981 
674-3209 

From the President 
Another year ia beBinning and I look forward to 

one as successful as last year! Program, were 
exciting and well attended, membership increased 
and ~ur budget was met. A supportive, hard­
working Board of trustees was reapoll8ible for 
these accomplishments. We will miss Stanley 
Supk.is who did an exemplary job as Treasurer. 

We welcome Barbara Mohan as our new Finan­
cial ~anager. Rosa French continues as Secretary, 
~anon Hacker is Corresponding Secretary, and 
Lmda Ormsby is Vice President. The Hiawric,al 
Highlight& continues to be the backbone of this 
organization. Bob Lilly, Andy Mace, Marge Larsen, 
and John AJlendorph have worked to keep this 
publication full of lively, intereeting facts and sto­
ries of the past. These members have spent many 
hours interviewing older residents who have played 
an active part in our history. 

The first program meeting will be held Septem­
ber 9, at 7:30 p.m. at the Sand Lake Town Hall. 
The General public is invited and refreshments 
will be served. Please plan to join us. - Bea Danks 

SLHS Memorial Awards 
Katie Sheehan and Matthew McGreevy of the 

Averill Park High School graduating class of 1997 
were this year's winners of the Send Lake Histori­
cal Society Memorial Awards for excellence in 
history. Tb1s year's awards were given in memory 
of Ruthea Backer who passed away on November 
22, 1996. 

The awards, in the form of a check for $150 
each this year, were presented to Katie and Mat-

thew at the Awards Program for Seniors and their 
Parents at the High School on the evening of June 
19. Katie ia the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John G. 
Sheehan of 1481 Burden Lake Road, Averill Park; 
Matthew is the eon of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. 
McGreevy of 7777 NY 66, Averill Park. 

Each June, the Historical Society giVtlll a Me­
morial Award to a girl and a boy of the Averill 
Park High School graduating class who have e:r­
celled in history dunng his/her four years. In addi­
tion they reoeive a one-year membership in the 
Historical Society. These studenta are chosen by 
the teachers. The Society gives the awards in 
memory of members who have passed away during 
the year. 

Contributions for the Memorial Fund will be 
accepted from any member of the community. 
Arthea Gibbs is chairperson of this committee. 

Johnny Cake Lane 
One of the areas that baa long been a part of 

Averill Park ia the street known as Johney Cue 
Lane. There is a legend that it received its ruune 
from the resident who lived at the end of the road. 

This resident was aeen daily as he walked down 
the lull to the Post Office and back. Usually he 
carried a bag for his groceries and when asked 
"What do you have in the bag'!" the answer was 
always "meal to make Johnny Cake." 

How did your street or road get its name? Let 
us know. - TM Ediwrs 
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Town of Sand Lake 
Historian Reporting 

This year has been one of continuing project, 
we have started: 
• Erin Wilbur, a volunteer at the Averill Park 
High School History Club, assisted in the prepara• 
tion of a questionnaire that was aent out to 43 
community organizations. We received 22 respon&­
es. Over 90% of those responding save minutes, 
pictures and newspaper clippinga. About half have 
scrap boob. I will be contacting those group, who 
could uae help in preeerving their records. 
• Cataloging the books in the Historian'a office bu 
proceeded very well. Andy Mace baa provided in• 
formation on most of the boob. Theae have their 
caJI numbera affixed. Some will need to be cata• 
logued individually. Aaistance on how to pro­
ceed with this would be welcomed. Beeauae of 
the intended move to the Municipal Building and 
the automation of the card system, we are still 
negotiating how far we can go in having the boob 
listed in the Sand Lake Town Library at this time. 
• Carolyn McLoughlin, director of the Town Li• 
brary, Marge Larsen, representative of the Hiltori• 
cal Society, and Mary French, Town Historian, 
went to the Saratoga Springs Public Library to 
meet with Jean Stamm. local history libnarian. We 
received a thorough brienng on how they main­
tained their hietorical books, pamphlet.a, papen, 
pictures and audiovisuals. This will be helpful to 
us as we plan our move into the Municipal Build· 
ing. 
• Erin Wilbur also started working on indmng 
the names within the Sand Lake chapter of Sylvee­
tnr 's Hi$tory of ReMaelaer County. Iona Mosher is 
continuing this project. When it is finished, it will 
fumiah a ready reference to the peraona included. 
Cur1'811Uy, without an index it ia too tim&-comum• 
ing to uae as a genealogical reference. 
• For an exhibit at the Schaghticoke Fair we sub­
mitted a picture of "crowded" Crystal Lake Beach 
with the merry-go-round building in the back· 
ground and a picture of the Troy-New England 
trolley car rilled with persons coming into the ata• 
tion et Averill Park with the horse-drawn tuia 
waiting to take them to their deatinationa of 16 
hotels, 7 lakes and many boarding houaea within 
the town of Sand Lalte. A picture of Traveler's Rest 
Hotel was submitted as a representative hotel. 
This year's theme was recreation. 

■ I received a call from the Joe Gallagher radio 
show on WGY (810 AM). His is doing a aeries or 
interview with various town historians. I will be 
interviewed on September 6 at approximately 9:35 
a.m.Everybody luten! 

Again, thank you to all the Hiatorical Society 
members for their support over the paat year. 
Whenever significant history is preserved for the 
future, we can all be proud of our efforta. - Mary 
French 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP DUES? 

Dues for the 1997-98 became due at the Annual 
dinner meeting May. Many have already have paid 
upl If you overlooked this please fill out the mem• 
bership blank mail or bring i t to the next meeting 
on September 9. 

NEW MEMBERS: Can you help us recruit new 
members? Encourage a friend to join us or p1181 
this on to an interested person. 

Upcoming M-tinp 
SEPTEMBER MEETING: A program 
of a talk with alldea on the historic 
OakWood Cemetery wlll be ~ 
ed at our next meeting, September et' 
1997, at 7:30 p.m, Mlchael P. Banalt 
wl1I be lhe lec:IUre. Many 'Wllf 
ber 111$ fne talk on the CMI War 
given by Mr. Barrett lat year. Wit 
looking forNard to another lnteraallug 
and Informative talk, Come and bring 
a friend to this grea1 evening. 

e meeting location has y 
be anninill-d" Contact Aa...rr;inlks 

or Marge Lara,en'::li,lllllli ch In 7he 
anan -~ ;. -

i'l'P z:,, 9,qhr~.- , , 1:~p.m.·fiiuiid.i.,_. 
Ulf wUl lllM pm at tJN Sand LaM Bcf,l!et CJwrdi. 
RL 43, opposite tm Averill Peri Pod Of/b and 
American L,qpon HaJO two A-m Pm~ 111 . .. .. ... .. ... .. . .. - -.. . __ 
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atpttqlld "-ft -•,pay 
.zoirpg ·.cnn qoa 11\..an.am~ 

9617;1 AN '9l[ll'l P~ 189M 
U t80 d 

.(~~oS ~!,101i!H 9l[ll'1 p~ 
<r.il.LS/lllba'II NOIJ.:>nn/00 SSH'/Jaav/ONl<nlVMIJO.I 

··-··-···---------------·-- ..•. ·--· ··•·• .. --------·-··----------

Sand Lake Hiatorical Society 
1997-98 Dues 

Comple~ 1h19 coupon and brin( lo a MeetiJlc or mail IO; 
Sand Lake Historical Society, PO Bo:i: 492, West Send Lake, NY 12196. 

Make check payable to Sand Lalte Hi4torical Socidy. 
NAME __________ ____________________ _ 

ADORES$ _____________________________ _ 

Membership duee are $5.00 per peraon. 

Membership cards will be presented at a Membership Meeting or mailed to you. 

FOR RENEWAL OR NEW MEMBERSHIP 
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